
 Looking to keep that competitive edge sharp in the win-
ter months? Then the Snoqualmie Casino might have your 
answer with the Northwest Indoor Golf Championship. The 
event will be held Jan. 12-14 and offer $12,000 cash and 
prizes for golfers. For more on the event, please see inside 
this section of Inside Golf Newspaper.

Indoor Golf Championship
set for Snoqualmie Casino
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Rules Quiz

Palm Springs event might
be good kickoff to season

Northwest golf shows
set the dates for 2018

 In match play on the 4th hole your op-
ponent tees up in front of the tee markers 
and plays a shot down the fairway.  The 
opponent loses the hole.  True or False? 
See Page 2 for the answer.

 If it’s January, it must be getting close to golf 
show season around the Pacific Northwest.
 First up is the Boise Golf and Travel Show 
set for Feb. 10-11. See www.boisegolfshow.
com for more information.
 The Vancouver Golf Show will take place 
Feb. 17-18 in Vancouver B.C. See www.van-
couvergolfshow.com for more information.
 Next up is the Portland Golf Show, which will 
be held Feb 23-25 at the Oregon Convention 
Center in Portland. See www.portlandgolfshow.
com for more information.
 The Spokane Golf Show is set for Feb. 24-
25 for golfers east of the Cascades. See www.
spokanegolfshow.com for more.
 And finally, the Seattle Golf and Travel Show 
will be held March 3-4 at the CenturyLink Events 
Center. The show is under new ownership with 
Varsity Communications now taking over as the 
show’s operators. See www.seattlegolfshow.
com for more information.

 Looking for a golf trip to the Palm Springs 
area, then Fun Golf Vacations just might have 
your answers. Fun Golf Vacations puts on two 
great golf events designed to kick off your 2018 
golfing season. 
 The first is a three-day, the other is a five-day 
excursion and both events have great accom-
modation packages. If you love traveling with 
your golfing buddies, playing premier courses, 
hitting the sports bars, dining at world class 
restaurants, and having perfect weather we have 
the answer for you. 
 The Battle in the Desert & the Shootout 
at PGA West are hosted at the West Coasts 
Home of Golf, PGA West & La Quinta Resort. 
The Battle is held on all five of the PGA West & 
La Quinta courses; the first four days being best 
ball and the last day a combined aggregate. The 
dates are April 28-May 5.
 The Shootout is played on both the PGA 
West courses featured on the PGA Tours Ca-
reer Builder Challenge (TPC Stadium & Nicklaus 
Tournament) and rotates one of the La Quinta 
Resort courses each year. The dates are May 
6-9. The events are formatted around the popu-
lar 2 Person Best Ball format (not to be confused 
with a scramble) and are held the first week of 
May. Each event has both Gross & Net Scoring 
with tons of daily on course skills competitions 
(IE Inside 5’ Circle) so there is plenty of prizes 
to win throughout your golfing stay.  If 18 isn’t 
enough to get your golf addict fill, each event 
has unlimited afternoon replay at any of the 5 
public PGA West & La Quinta courses. 
 For more info contact Tournament Director 
Eric Hoskinson at eric@cascadiaevents.com

 Cambia Health Solutions has extended its title 
sponsorship of the LPGA’s Portland Classic for three 
more years, through the 2020 event.
 Entering its 47th year, the Cambia Portland Classic 
is the longest running non-major event on the LPGA 
Tour. The 72-hole tournament is scheduled to return to 
Columbia Edgewater Country Club the week of Aug. 
27-Sept. 2, 2018 and will feature a purse of $1.3 mil-
lion. The tournament will again be televised by the Golf 
Channel and distributed to more than 170 countries.
 “The Portland Classic is a premier event that 
celebrates generations of women’s accomplishments 
and inspires the next generation of leaders through 
athletic achievement, mentorship and community 
commitment,” said Cambia President and CEO Mark 
Ganz. “Along with the support and partnership of other 
like-minded organizations, we are proud to keep the 
Portland Classic an iconic part of the city.”
 Portland-based Cambia Health Solutions became 
the lead sponsor of the annual LPGA event in 2014, 
allowing the Portland Classic to be the stage upon 
which: Three of the LPGA’s most exciting players have 
held one of the oldest trophies in women’s golf - Austin 
Ernst (2014), Brooke Henderson (2015 & 2016) and 
Stacy Lewis (2017).
	 Brooke	Henderson	captured	her	first	LPGA	tour-
nament victory at age 17 after winning the Monday 
Qualifier	as	a	non-member	of	the	LPGA,	and	won	again	
the following year at age 18 to take the No. 4 spot in 
the Rolex Women’s World Golf Rankings.
 Japanese superstar and 2010 Portland champion Ai 
Miyazato	made	her	final	North	American	appearance	
before retiring (2017).
 Stacy Lewis proclaimed before the 2017 tournament 
she would donate her entire winnings to hurricane relief 
efforts in her home town of Houston and went on to 
win the tournament and have her $195,000 donation 
matched by her sponsor KPMG.
 “Cambia has been a tremendous partner,” said Tom 
Maletis, Chairman of tournament organizer Tourna-
ment Golf Foundation. “This three-year commitment 
will greatly enhance our effort to bring the community 
together with more sponsorship partners and bigger 
crowds. Beyond the golf, Cambia’s support has enabled 
the event to become a platform for companion efforts 
focused on kids, families and in particular, women’s 
leadership.”

 The United States Golf Association announced that the 2019 U.S. Amateur 
Four-Ball Championship will be relocated from Chambers Bay in University 
Place, Wash., to Bandon Dunes Golf Resort in Bandon, Ore., to accommodate a 
turfgrass transition project at Chambers Bay.
 The ongoing turfgrass project will transition the putting surfaces at Chambers 
Bay from fescue to Poa annua grass. The 2019 U.S. Amateur Four-Ball Cham-
pionship will be contested May 25-29. The U.S. Amateur Four-Ball consists of 
128 two-player sides and requires two courses for the stroke-play portion of the 
championship.	The	specific	courses	at	Bandon	Dunes	that	will	be	used	for	the	
2019 U.S. Amateur Four-Ball will be announced at a later date.
 Chambers Bay will now host the 2021 U.S. Amateur Four-Ball Championship 
from May 22-26. The Home Course in DuPont, Wash., will serve as the stroke-play 
co-host for the 2021 U.S. Amateur Four-Ball.

Chambers Bay, Bandon Dunes 
swap dates for USGA four-Ball

winter golf is like a whole new season Cambia extends
sponsorship deal
with Portland’s
lPGA Tournament

 Look at winter golf in the Pacific North-
west as a new season. Sure, the weather 
might not always be the best but there 
are times when when the sun shines and 
temperatures are moderate. A couple 
of  benefits to playing winter golf are the 
reduced rates  and the lack of congestion 
with fewer people on the course. Some of 
the most popular courses like Riverbend 
in Kent (top and right) have covered 
ranges that are perfect for practice. See 
inside this issue for suggestions on how 
to prepare for winter golf.



Rules Answer 
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 •  Answer: False.  You as their opponent 
have the option to recall the stroke and require 
them to replay the stroke from within the teeing 
ground (before any further strokes are made).  
You could also say nothing and let the resultant 
stroke speak for itself.  If it ended up out of 
bounds you could let the player replay under 
stroke and distance.  This time of course you 
would make sure they were inside the teeing 
ground.

 • Inside Golf would like to thank Paul Lucien 
for his rules questions each month.

NW golfer recovers from an injury and 
plays all the public courses in Washington
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 Five years ago, Paul Huber knew he was 
having trouble with his shoulder. A visit to the 
doctor confirmed his fears - he would need 
rotator cuff surgery. Never a fun deal and the 
recovery always takes longer than a patient 
thinks.
 After the surgery, Huber's doctor asked 
him what he wanted to do. "I want to play golf," 
he said. The doctor said that shouldn't be a 
problem once the injury healed. During his 
recovery, Huber decided to get a golf game-
plan. He started reading golf magazines. He 
read stories about playing it forward. About 
golf courses being rated from the back tees. 
He envisioned what his swing might look like 
after rotator cuff surgery. 
 Huber knew what he had to do. He wanted 
to play every public golf course in the state of 
Washington from the white tees. He wanted 
to play the courses forward like many golf 
publications suggest. He grabbed a state 
of Washington map and went to work back 
in 2013 when his surgery was healing. He 
bought some stick pins and put them in where 
he could find a public golf course - whether 
9 of 18 holes. There were 238 public golf 
courses in the state of Washington when 
Huber started his project, now there are 227.
 And after all of this, he has played them 
all.
 It all started at Riverbend's Par-3 course in 
Kent on April 1, 2013. "I wanted to play one of 
the best par-3 courses to start," said Huber. "It 
was my No. 1 on the checklist intentionally."  
 After that, Huber put in lots of miles, paid 
plenty of green fees and knew what he had 
to do. He had no timeline and he didn't want 
to use any vacation time away from his job 
as an engineer for Boeing. He played many of 
the rounds with his son Nick and friends like 
Kenny MacDougall to help keep him company 
on the road and on the course through the 
nearly five years of the project.

 He started with 53 courses played in 2013 
and really had no plan. He would get in his car 
on a Saturday morning, say goodbye to his 
wife and find a course. He would be one in 
one of the first groups out in the morning and 
sometimes would play multiple rounds - like 
the day when he did 45 holes in a day at some 
smaller courses in the Vancouver area.  
 In fact, on that road trip his son Nick had 
a hole in one at the Cedars, when a shot on a 
par-3 hit short of a bunker, bounced over, then 
onto the green and then rolled into the hole. 
Huber said he also witnessed two other holes 
in one during his road trips from his friends 
who were playing along.
 Huber himself had a hole in one on the 
fourth hole at Desert Canyon when his travels 
took him to Central Washington. One of the 
most bizarre holes he came across? A par-4 
at Antler Springs Golf Course outside of 
Spokane that goes 170 yards straight out, 
then 150 straight up with a hard dogleg. Red 
posts line the way to the green. "You have 
no idea where you are hitting it, but it's a fun 
hole," he said.
 The entire trip to finish all the public golf 
courses in Washington took him four and a 
half years - with the final round taking place 
at RIverbend on Aug. 27, 2017. The trip also 
took exactly five years from the day of his 

surgery to complete. Along the way, Huber 
said he went through 258 golf balls, recorded 
every shot that he took, what club he used, 
distance from tee to green and also the aver-
age of how far his shots went.  Another thing 
he thought that was amazing is that he had 
rain on only three rounds of the 227. "My 
buddies started calling it the Huber effect. 
We would have rain in Seattle, then drive an 
hour to play golf and it stopped. Seemed like 
that happened a lot."
 Huber's wife Pam was behind the trip - "she 
encouraged me to do something and saw it 
as an opportunity to find something I was 
passionate about."
 But Huber might not be done with golf 
travels. He said he would like to play all the 
private courses in the state now and maybe 
down the road the top 10 public courses in the 
country. A golfer's work is never done. And, 
of course, he would like it play it forward.
 "I'm a 7.6 handicap and I could play from the 
back, but it's more fun for me and my group to 
play it forward," he said. "The golf magazines 
are right when they talk about that. It's a lot 
more fun to play golf that way."

 Steve Turcotte is editor of Inside Golf News-
paper. He can be reached at sdturcotte@comcast.
net.

 Huber knew what he had to do. He 
wanted to play every public golf course 
in the state of Washington from the white 
tees. He wanted to play the courses for-
ward like many golf publications suggest. 
He grabbed a state of Washington map 
and went to work back in 2013 when his 
surgery was healing.
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	 The	Snoqualmie	Casino	 is	 hosting	 the	first	 ever	
Northwest Indoor Golf Championship where golfers 
will compete on the World’s #1 golf simulators for over 
$12,000 in cash and prizes. 
 The event will be held January 12-14. Participants 
will compete for a share of the $12,000 in cash and 
prizes, including a grand prize golf package to a major 
Northwest golf resort plus, Seahawk memorabilia, 
Sounders Suite tickets, Mariners Diamond Club tickets 
and more.
 The S8 Full Swing Golf Simulator allows golf-
ers to experience the most accurate and realistic golf 
experience in indoor simulation technology. Full 
Swing simulators are in the homes of many of the  top 
tour players like Jordan Spieth, Jason Day and Tiger 
Woods.
 Each Championship participant will compete in a The Snoqualmie Casino is hosting the first NW Indoor Golf Championship Jan. 12-14 with cash and prizes.

Snoqualmie Casino hosting the first
Northwest Indoor Golf Championship

two player, alternate shot tournament. Registered play-
ers will need to provide a GHIN number. Tee prizes 
will include drink tickets, slot FreePlay, golf discounts 
and tickets to the 2018 Seattle Golf and Travel Show. 
An indoor driving range will be available along with 
mini lessons and tips from the Head Golf Professional 
at Snoqualmie Ridge. In addition to the championship, 
there will be contests for longest drive, closest to the 
pin and putting contests in both men and women’s 
divisions. Entry fee is $125 per person. Participants 
must be 21 years of age or older.
 For more details for the event, please visit www.
snocasino.com
 Snoqualmie Casino is located just 30 minutes from 
downtown Seattle and is complete with 55 classic table 
games,	1,600	state-of-the-art	slot	machines	and	a	five-
table poker room. 



He has taught seminars with National PGA Teachers of 
the Year Mike Bender and Mike Adams. Jeff has been 
published in the local publication Inside Golf and done 
several national segments on The Golf Channel.
	 •	 Don	Kramer,	 PGA,	 of	Moose	Run	GC	 in	 Fort	
Richardson, AK, received the Patriot Award, an award 
that goes to a PGA Professional who gives back to our 
nation’s veterans through the game of golf. 
	 •	Mark	Rashell,	PGA,	of	the	Golf	Club	at	Newcastle	
was named the 2017 Merchandiser of the Year for Public 
facilities. Mark is heavily involved in all aspects of the 
merchandising at Newcastle and has been successful at 
creating n
	 •	Mark	Nelson,	PGA,	of	Circling	Raven	GC	in	Worley,	
ID was honored with the 2017 Merchandiser of the Year 
award for Resort facilities. 
	 •	Greg	C.	Morris,	 PGA,	Head	Professional	 at	 Iron	
Horse	GC	in	Whitefish,	MT,	received	the	2017	Merchan-
diser of the Year award for Private facilities. 
	 •	Chuck	West,	PGA,	of	Harbour	Pointe	GC	in	Mukil-
teo, WA, was honored with the Perry Williams Award. 
He	worked	as	a	rules	official	at	 the	2017	Muckleshoot	
Casino Washington Open Invitational, an event he has 
volunteered at for the past decade. He was also a rules 
official	at	the	2017	Champions	Tour	Qualifiers.
	 •	Russell	Grove,	PGA,	Golf	Coach	 at	North	 Idaho	
College in Coeur D’Alene, ID, was recognized as the 
2017 OMEGA Player of the Year. 
	 •	Tom	Sovay,	PGA,	of	The	Golf	Club	at	Redmond	
Ridge in Redmond, WA, won the 2017 OMEGA Senior 
Player of the Year Award. 
	 •Derek	Berg	 of	 Sahalee	CC	 in	 Sammamish,	WA,	
was recognized as the 2017 Assistant Player of the Year. 
He won the PNW National Car Rental PGA Assistant 
Championship, going on to place second in the National 
Car Rental PGA Assistant Championship. 

Exploring Oregon, one course at a time
 Forests. Desert. Mountains. Ocean. We’re lucky to 
have an abundance of geographical locations in our area 
of the country. Another reason we’re lucky? As golfers, 
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 Torrey Pines assistant pro leaves to become new 
head golf pro at Woodburn Estates & Golf.
 After 10 years at Torrey Pines in La Jolla, 
California as an assistant pro, Jason Hoth is the 
new Head Pro at Woodburn Estates & Golf. Jason 
received his undergraduate degree from the San 
Diego Golf Academy specializing in golf complex 
management and was elected to membership in the 
PGA in 2013. Jason’s teaching philosophy is “play-
ing” with the student because you cannot learn how 
to hit from under or around a tree on the driving 
range. 
 Having Jason is a huge coup for Woodburn 
Estates	&	Golf.	Two	of	the	significant	efforts	for	
Woodburn Estates & Golf are marketing and build-
ing brand awareness; the addition of Jason and his 
experience will be attractive. The question people 
will ask is “Why would someone from Torrey Pines 
accept a position at Woodburn Estates & Golf?  
What’s so special? We need to check this out!” If 
you have those questions Jason challenges you to 
come	find	out	for	yourself.
 Chuck Siver, who has been with Woodburn 
Estates & Golf since 2011, will continue in his 
position coordinating tournaments and providing 
private lessons to our members.
 Woodburn Estates & Golf recently introduced 
Shanda Imlay as a member of the golf staff teaching 
pro. Shanda teaches clinics and private lessons for 
Woodburn Estates and Golf homeowners, associate 
members	and	prospective	members.	Shanda’s	first	
clinics were a big hit with the students and she will 
be	a	significant	part	of	the	Woodburn	Estates	&	Golf	
on-going golf program.
 Woodburn Estates & Golf is a 55+ community 
for homeowners and 50+ for associate members. 
Woodburn Estates offers full, twilight and week-
end/holiday golf memberships. In addition to golf 
Woodburn Estates & Golf has social and combined 
social and golf memberships for associates.

 The	Pacific	Northwest	Section	PGA	has	handed	out	
awards for the 2017 season. Here are the winners:
	 •	Mike	Montgomery,	 PGA,	Head	 Professional	 at	
Sahalee CC received the Section’s highest honor in being 
named the 2017 Golf Professional of the Year. Mike is an 
accomplished PGA Professional with a career spanning 
over 19 years. He has been instrumental in the success of 
both Sahalee CC and Bellingham CC. Mike is a leader 
and model golf professional, showcasing both our Section 
and the PGA on a national level.
	 •	Carissa	Simmons,	PGA,	of	Meridian	Valley	CC	in	
Kent, WA, was named the 2017 Assistant Golf Profession-
al of the Year. She stepped up during managerial changes 
at her facility while continuing her player development 
program, including running a PGA Junior League Golf 
team. 
	 •	Cameron	Milton,	PGA,	Head	Professional	at	Polson	
Bay Golf Course in Polson, MT, received the Youth Player 
Development Award. In 2017, Cameron earned his US 
Kids	Golf	Certification.	
	 •	Shanda	Imlay,	PGA,	owner	and	Head	Professional	at	
FUNdaMental Golf and Learning Center in Oregon City, 
OR, was honored with the Player Development Award. 
A trendsetter in growth of the game initiatives, she has 
implemented several creative programs for players of all 
abilities. 
	 •	Doug	Doxsie,	PGA,	Head	Professional	 at	Seattle	
Golf Club in, Shoreline, WA, was recognized for being 
an outstanding mentor with the Bill Strausbaugh Award. 
	 •	Harold	Bluestein,	PGA,	was	honored	with	the	Horton	
Smith Award, an award that goes to a PGA model educator. 
In 2017 his “High School Golf Coaches Workshop” grew 
to become an annual event and a model for other chapters 
in	the	Pacific	Northwest.	
	 •	 Jeff	Coston,	 PGA,	who	has	 owned	 and	 operated	
the Jeff Coston Golf Academy at Semiahmoo Resort in 
Blaine, WA since 1994, was named Teacher of the Year. 
Throughout his teaching career, Jeff has taught golfers 
of all levels—from juniors and beginners to advanced 
players including PNWPGA and PNGA Champions as 
well as players on the PGA, LPGA and Champions Tours. 

Woodburn Estates & Golf
hires new head professional

Pacific Northwest PGA hands out 2017 awards;
OGA Explore Pass offers plenty of golf deals

we’re able to experience all these different locations when 
we decide to hit the course for a round of golf.
 From the natural beauty of the Oregon Coast, to the 
high desert of Central Oregon, to the stunning views of 
the Columbia River Gorge – golfers can explore all that 
Oregon and Southwest Washington has to offer with the 
2018 Explore Oregon Golf Passport. 
 In this year’s Passport, 74 courses offer at least one 
round of golf, plus a cart, for no more than $30. In total, 
over $2,400 worth of savings are included in the Passport, 
including a minimum of 109 possible 18-hole rounds that 
you can play around areas in both Oregon and Southwest 
Washington. For  information on the 2018 Explore Oregon 
Golf Passport, visit www.OGA.org/Passport.

WSGA offers up a winter series
 The Washington State Golf Association will hold its 
annual Winter Golf Series. Here’s a look at this years 
events. For information see www.thewsga.org. The tour-
naments are open for men and women and feature both 
gross and net competitions.
	 •	 January	 5,	 2018	 (Friday).	 Individual	 Stableford.	
Gold Mountain Golf Club (Olympic Course). Bremerton, 
Wash.
	 •	 January	 26,	 2018	 (Friday).	 2-Person	 Scramble.	
Canterwood Golf & Country Club, Gig Harbor, Wash.
	 •	February	16,	2018	 (Friday.	 Individual	Stableford.	
The Home Course, DuPont, Wash.
	 •	March	9,	2018	(Friday).	2-Person	Stableford	Best-
Ball. Lake Spanaway Golf Course, Tacoma, Wash.
	 •	March	30,	2018	(Friday).	2-Person	Best-Ball.	Wine	
Valley	Golf	Club,	Walla	Walla,	Wash.
	 •	April	27,	2018	(Friday).	Individual	Stroke	Play.	The	
Cedars at Dungeness, Sequim, Wash.
 The WSGA Winter Series  is open to men and women 
amateurs who are in good standing of a WSGA member 
club and have an active GHIN number and USGA Handi-
cap Index issued by a WSGA member club, not exceeding 
36.4	for	men	and	40.4	for	women.	Each	field	will	have	a	
Men’s	and	Women’s	Division	with	flights	in	each	based	
on course handicap.
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 It’s a fact winter golf is not for everyone, the 
chances of a dry day are few and the days are 
shrunk so you have to start earlier to get in 18 holes.
  The fair-weather golfers hang up their clubs in 
September or October but for the serious golfer 
it's a great time to play. Yes it going to be cold and 
quite possible drizzling rain, but, for most of us, 
we are so fortunate to be able to play at all–think 
of all the states that are covered in snow with no 
chance of playing at all.
 So, what are the basics to playing winter 
golf?
 There are some important preparations you will 
need	before	heading	to	the	course:	first,	you	must	
insure that you will be warm but not restrict your 
swing movement.
 Let's start with clothing. Think layers–or more 
precisely, thin layers. Start with a tee shirt then 
add a thin and loose long–sleeve shirt (turtlenecks 
work great), cover that with a light golf sweater 
and	a	fleece	vest	 should	be	 all	 you	need.	 If	 the	
wind is blowing or it's raining you can add a light 
windbreaker. And to insure that your neck is warm, 
add a ski dickey or mask in you choose, and top 
off your wardrobe with a warm hat. 
 That takes care of the top so now if it's going to 
be real cold, you will want to have some long-johns 
to ensure that your legs stay warm. Make sure you 
have some dry shoes–golf shoes with soft spikes 
are a must as the ground can be slippery. Finally, 
get yourself a pair of winter gloves, the thinner 
the better and pick up some hand warmers and put 
several in your bag for future use as well.
 Once you have your clothing in place you might 
want to consider using a softer ball like the Wilson 
DUO as the balls you use in summer will get a lot 
harder when the weather is cold and they won't 
travel as far and feel like you are hitting rocks. 
 There are some things you will need to know 

Winter golf: It might not be for 
everyone but it is still worth it

while on the course; a different strategy is neces-
sary when playing winter golf. First, the ball will 
not go as far as it did in warm weather so plan on 
clubbing up at least one more club. Second, the 
ground will most likely be soft and drives will 
be shorter so move forward to the next tee. Keep 
in mind that you are out to have fun and hitting 
a	five	iron	or	even	a	wood	to	the	par-4	greens	is	
not nearly as much fun as hitting a 9 or 8-iron, so 
move forward and enjoy the round. 
 Another thing to consider is the ground in front 
of the green will most likely be soft so there is no 
point in trying to land it short to run onto the green. 
Bump-and-run is, for the most part,  a low percent-
age shot, if not impossible, it's an aerial game now, 
so plan on shooting to land on the green. The good 
news is the greens will be softer so the ball should 
stick	on	the	green.	Please	remember	to	fix	your	ball	
marks.
 Winter golf can a perfect time to practice. If 
you are playing alone you can play more than one 
ball and repeat shots without worrying about the 
overall score, but don’t hold up play behind you. It 
is a great time to work on your short game. When 
playing with your buddies and the conditions are 
less than good, remember it's the same for every-
one, it's still game on, so enjoy it.
 Selecting a course for winter play can be per-
sonal preference. Dry courses are preferred but 
even wet course can still be fun–remember the 
move forward plan. For wet courses it's a good 
idea to play balls that you don't mind losing (they 
will plug and you will loose a few in the fairway). 
 If you plan ahead and prepare properly, golf in 
the winter is like a whole new season, different, 
but it's still golf and a heck of a lot of fun. 
 So, go out and enjoy golf in the winter, it can 
be a great time to play if you prepare for it. It is a 
good time to work on your game ahead of spring. NW courses like Nile Golf Course in Mountlake Terrace (top) and West Seattle are two choices for winter golf.
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Tour Players with Northwest ties

Did you know….
 • One of the people we lost in 2017 was George Hol-
land of Seattle, who twice won 
the PNGA Men’s Amateur, was 
inducted into the Pacific North-
west Golf Hall of Fame in 1997, 
and served two separate terms 
as president of the Washington 
State Golf Association.

   • Oregon Golf Association members can save on 
tickets for events held 
at the Rose Quarter 
in Portland - including 
Portland Trail Blazer 
games! If you’re an 
OGA member, make 
sure to visit www.OGA.
org to gain full access to 
saving on upcoming events at the Rose Quarter and to 
all Portland Trail Blazer basketball games.

 A working group led by the USGA and R&A 
has unanimously agreed to adopt a new set of 
protocols for video review when applying the 
Rules of Golf.
 The group, consisting of the PGA TOUR, 
LPGA, PGA European Tour, Ladies European 
Tour and The PGA of America, as well as the 
governing bodies, will implement the following 
measures on January 1, 2018:
	 Assign	one	or	more	officials	to	monitor	the	
video broadcast of a competition to help identify 
and resolve Rules issues as they arise.
 Discontinue any steps to facilitate or consider 
viewer call-ins as part of the Rules decision 
process
 In addition, the USGA and R&A have ap-
proved the adoption of a Local Rule, available 
beginning January 1, to eliminate the additional 
two-stroke penalty for failing to include a penalty 
on the scorecard when the player was unaware of 
the penalty. All of the organizations represented 
on the working group will introduce the Local 
Rule for 2018, and this scorecard penalty will 
be permanently removed when the modernized 
Rules of Golf take effect on January 1, 2019.
 The USGA and R&A established the video 
review working group in April to initiate a col-

USGA, R&A change rules about
viewers calling in for video review

laborative discussion on the role video footage 
can play when applying the Rules, including the 
challenges	and	benefits	of	 its	use	and	also	 the	
issues that arise from viewer call-ins.
 The new protocols also recognize the im-
portance of limiting video review to material 
obtained from the committee’s broadcast partner. 
Other video, such as from an individual’s smart-
phone or camera, will not be used under these 
protocols.

Oregon player earns LPGA status
 Caroline Inglis, a native of Eugene, Ore., 
earned full status on the LPGA Tour for the 2018 
season	by	cracking	the	top-20	in	the	final	stage	
of LPGA Qualifying School over the weekend. 
She	 tied	 for	 10th	 in	 the	marathon	five-round	
Q-School. The 23-year-old Inglis had earned 
conditional LPGA status for the 2017 season, 
competing in two LPGA events and making the 
cut in 15 of the 18 Symetra Tour events that she 
participated	in,	posting	three	top-10	finishes.
	 Inglis	finished	runner-up	at	the	2013	PNGA	
Women’s Amateur and as a former member of 
the University of Oregon women’s golf team, she 
earned	the	school’s	first	ever	Pac-12	individual	
title in 2014-15.

PGA Tour 
 • Kevin Chappell • Kirkland • No events
 • Ben Crane • Portland • 153rd on the list with $50,994
 • Joel Dahmen, Clarkston • 121st on the list with $96,751
 • Robert Garrigus • Gresham • 119th on the list with $12,898
 • Andres Gonzales • Olympia • 157th on the list with $48,180
 • Ryan Moore • Puyallup • 51st on the list with $333,577
 • Cheng Tsung Pan • Ex-UW • 65th on the list with $257,484
 • Andrew Putnam • Tacoma • 149th on the list with $57,199
 • Kyle Stanley • Gig Harbor • 30th on the list with $485,288
 • Nick Taylor • Ex-UW • 39th on the list with $420,234
 • Aaron Wise • Ex-Oregon • 84th on the list with $185,074
 • Andrew Yun • Tacoma • No events
  
web.com Tour 
 • Jeff Gove • Seattle • No events
 • Scott Harrington • Portland • No events
 • Brock Mackenzie • Yakima • No events
 • Alex Prugh • Spokane • No events
 • Michael Putnam, • Tacoma • No events
 
Champions Tour
  • Fred Couples • Seattle • 10th on the list with $1,278,637
 • Bob Gilder • Corvallis • 102nd on the list with $37,189
 • Brian Henninger • Eugene • 61st on the list with $246,216
 • Peter Jacobsen • Portland • 149th on the list with $8,282
 • Kirk Triplett • Pullman • 14th on the list with $980,865

mackenzie tour (Canada)
  • Derek Barron • Puyallup • 38th on the list with $16,524
 • Chris Killmer • Bellingham • 41st on the list with $15,583
 • Richard Lee • Bellevue • 132nd on the list with $1,750
 • Cory Pereira • Ex-UW • 39th on the list with $16,505
 • Chris Williams • Ex-UW • 22nd on the list with $27,478
 
lPGA Tour 
 • Sadena Parks • Tacoma • 156th on the list with $18,628
 • Jing Yan • Ex-UW • 66th on the list with $261,401

lPGA Symetra Tour
 • Jimin Kang • Seattle • No Events
 • Mallory Kent • Seattle • 105th on the list with $6,825
 • Erynne Lee • Silverdale • 6th on the list with $80,780
 • Kim Welch • Ex-WSU • 18th on the list with $37,075
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The Lesson Tee: Don’t get trapped in
the bunker, there are ways to get out
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 I was giving a lesson in the bunker to one of my 
female high school students. She has taken own-
ership of her game, practice technique, wedge 
play, putting and yes bunker play.  We stepped 
in the bunker and showed me what she had.  Her 
execution made me smile.  Brooke Brannigan, 
well done!
 Bunker play, if ever considered, is an after 
thought.  Golfer’s of most levels consider the 
bunker a trap.  Mentally, due to lack of practice 
and understanding, they are trapped.  The bunker 
can be an opportunity.  Lets look at a few ways 
to step out of being trapped in the bunker and 
into better bunker play.
 One essential key to better bunker play is 
using the bounce of the sand wedge effectively.   
Splash the sand with the flange or bounce in the 
leading edge as when striking an iron shot off 
the grass.  An effective way to practice this is by 
drawing a line in the sand and practice striking on 
and in front of that line with the club bounce.
 The more you open the club face the more 
bounce is produced.  Many golfers do not open 
the club face enough in the bunker.  Next, stand 
further away from the ball at address.  This also 
produces more effective bounce.  Lowering your 
hands at address will enhance the bounce also.
 Lean your upper body to the left with 70% of 
your weight on your left side.  Keep the buttons 
of your shirt on top of the ball at address and 
throughout the swing.  Not to the right of the 
ball as in a regular golf shot.  This chest/buttons 
on top of the ball or even left of the ball will help 
chipping and pitching also!  These principles will 
enhance your bunker play.
 Many times I place a 2 x 4 (wood board) in the 
bunker level with the sand.  I have my students 
practice striking the board with the bounce of the 
club. (photo 1)  Then I have them put some sand 
on that board; striking the board and splashing 
the sand.  They do this standing further from the 

Photo 1

ball with a wider stance; lower hands and leaning 
left.
 Finally, I have them put a golf ball on top of that 
sand on the 2 x 4.  They strike the board; splash 
the sand and the ball softly lands on the green.  
This exercise helps train striking the sand with the 
bounce of the wedge.
 When in the bunker we know the club head 
never actually strikes the ball.  The force of the 
club through the sand propels the sand thus the 
ball on the green. I imagine a square around the 
golf ball.  (photo 2)  No matter the bunker shot, I 
take out the square of sand around the golf ball.  
Take out the square!  Always!  The bounce of the 
club takes out the square.  That’s Jeff 3:3.  Always 
the same point of entry.  Always the same amount 
and depth of sand.  Just more or less speed.  Just 
more or less loft of the wedge at address.  Always 
the same set up.
 Just a note for experimentation.  The wedge 
will always move the sand.  The sand will give in 
to the wedge.  Wet sand is not concrete, it will 
give.  Get down and through the sand with the 
bounce of the wedge.

 Jeff Coston is a 20-time Pacific Northwest PGA Player 
of the Year.  He is a former PGA Tour player.  He can be 
reached for appointment at Semiahmoo by calling 360-201-
4590.  Visit jeffcoston. com. Photo 2

Troon Golf offers a variety of ways to tee it 
up on some of Arizona’s top golf courses
 When traveling to Arizona to play golf, there are the 
“must play courses” and then there are the must plays. 
But with over 300 courses throughout the state, how’s a 
golfer to decide where to tee it up? The answer is easy, visit 
www.TroonGolfAZ.com	first.	Here	you	can	gather	course	
information, book tee times, check out the stay and play 
packages and more.
  Troon Golf-managed courses offer industry-leading 
consistency in service and surface. Simply put, if you’re 
playing a Troon property, you know it’s going to be awe-
some. The directory of courses in the Troon Golf portfolio 
in the Phoenix, Scottsdale and Tucson areas reads like a list 
of the state’s top golf courses – and for good reason, they 
are. Troon Golf properties throughout Arizona include: Ak-
Chin Southern Dunes Golf Club, Boulders Resort & Spa, 
Golf Club of Estrella, Lookout Mountain Golf Club, The 
Phoenician, Poston Butte Golf Club, Sewailo Golf Club, 
SunRidge Canyon Golf Club, Troon North Golf Club, The 
Westin Kierland Golf Club, Whirlwind Golf Club at Wild 
Horse Pass and more…

  All of these Troon-managed properties are set in stun-
ning locations and capture the essence of the American 
Southwest.	 From	 the	magnificence	 of	 the	Boulders	 in	
Carefree and Troon North in Scottsdale, to the Sonoran 
Desert beauty of SunRidge Canyon in Fountain Hills and 
Whirlwind Golf Club in Chandler, each course has its own 
unique way of leaving you speechless and amazed.
  In addition to delivering on beauty, incredible service 
and outstanding playing surfaces, Troon’s Arizona proper-
ties are focused on making the game of golf more fun. For 
example, The Westin Kierland Golf Club offers guests the 
option of playing on Golf Boards, Golf Bikes or Segways. 
For golf traditionalists, Kierland also offers the option of 
playing with a caddie. 
  If you’re spending more than just a few days think 
about purchasing an Arizona Troon Card for additional 
savings. Troon Cards, available as TwoSome or FourSome 
Cards, are the absolute best way to play Troon’s top courses 
at the lowest rates.  
 For more, visit www.TroonGolfAZ.com.
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Rules of the Game: 2018 will be a big
year for rules as new rules get finalized

The proposed new rules of golf are expected to be finalized during the 2018 golf season.

If you are looking to
book a tournament for
2018 season Riverbend
might be your place

 The big Rules of Golf story for 2018 is most 
likely going to be finalizing and publishing the new 
modernized Rules that will take effect on January 
1, 2019.
 In the spring of 2017, the USGA and the R&A 
jointly announced proposed changes to modernize 
the Rules of Golf.  That announcement kicked off a 
6-month comment period where both organizations 
solicited and accepted comments from anyone and 
everyone who wanted to submit their thoughts.  
The USGA exhibit accompanying this article sum-
marizes the feedback they received, and it also 
shows the time line for next steps.
 This update to the Rules of Golf is a BIG deal.  
Over the last few decades, the Rules of Golf have 
only changed every four years, and I would charac-
terize most of those changes as “minor” or “at the 
margin.”  In comparison, this modernization update 
is going to be HUGE.  The goals are to change the 
Rules so that they are more consistent, simple and 
fair, and also to make them more easily understood 
and applied by all golfers.  In order to achieve these 
goals, both the Rules themselves and Rules publica-
tions are going to undergo significant changes.
 A few of my favorite proposed changes are:  Ball 

search time reduced from 5 minutes to 3 minutes, 
standardizing the size of Relief Areas to 20” or 80” 
instead of using 1 or 2 club-lengths, allowing spike 
marks and animal damage to be repaired on putting 
greens, the expanded use of red-marked Penalty 
Areas, and allowing a new Maximum Score form 
of stroke play.
 Is all of this change going to be for the better?  
Yes, I think so.  The bigger picture is that the com-
plexity of the Rules is frequently cited as one of the 
reasons that folks either don’t take up the game 
or stop playing it after trying it.  Are the Rules of 
Golf really complex?  As a Rules Official, I can say 
without a doubt that yes, the Rules are complex.  So 
the Rules Modernization Project is a key part of a 

larger Grow the Game initiative being supported by 
all of golfs governing bodies, including the USGA, 
the R&A, the PGA, the PGA Tour, the LPGA, the 
LPGA Tour, etc.
 I’m really looking forward to January 1, 2019.

 This update to the Rules of Golf is a BIG 
deal.  over the last few decades, the Rules 
of Golf have only changed every four years, 
and I would characterize most of those 
changes as “minor” or “at the margin.”  In 
comparison, this modernization update is 
going to be hUGE.  

 It’s here .....  2018. Did you know that 
you could reserve the Riverbend Golf Course 
months in advance for a group or corporate 
outing? Take some time to review the options 
you have for your company, organization, or 
large group of friends.
 Riverbend Golf Complex includes a 
championship–caliber golf course, a covered 
driving range, a fully stocked discount golf 
shop, a dining tent seating up to 180 people 
and an award/scoreboard area with a com-
plete scoring package. 
 Riverbend will try and accommodate 
any		tournament	needs,	including	modified	
morning or afternoon shotgun tournaments, 
or scheduled tee times.  Tournament dates 
are	accepted	on	a	first	come	first	serve	basis,	
so be sure to express interest as soon as pos-
sible. 
 Nestled along the Green River in the Kent 
valley, Riverbend provides incredible views 
of the Cascades, Olympics, and Mt. Rainier.  
The beautiful surroundings and great loca-
tion make Riverbend the leading choice 
for golf events in western Washington.  
Riverbend will do more than simply host 
your golf event, they will tailor a special-
ized tournament package designed to match 
the	specific	needs	of	your	group.		Whether	
joining the course for a casual round with 
friends and family, or for a corporate event, 
the staff will ensure you and your guests 
have an unforgettable experience. 
 Please email the tournament director, Eric 
Hinrichs (ehinrichs@kentwa.gov) to book 
your next event.
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